
 

J. KEITH GATES 

GRAND COMMANDER 

168 GATES ROAD 

GOLDONNA  71031-3102 

   TELEPHONE: (318) 471-3907 

 

 

ROBERT E. DURHAM, JR. 

GRAND RECORDER 

15297 CARLOU DRIVE 

PONCHATOULA, LA 70454-6423 

TELEPHONE: (985) 373-4150 

 
GENERAL ORDER NO. 2                                                       WINNFIELD, LOUISIANA              
SERIES 2018-2019                                                                              MARCH 15, 2018                                           

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2 

Pursuant to Section 48(b) of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America, the Grand Commander of this Grand Commandery has the power and duty “to appoint 
all Committees and Officers not made elective, and to fill all vacancies, such appointees to serve during 
his pleasure or until their successors have been elected or appointed and installed.” 

In conformity with that law, in General Order 2018-01 I appointed various knights to various committees of 
our Grand Commandery. All too often knights are appointed to committees and the duties of that 
committee are not set forth or otherwise made known to the members, causing the members of the 
committee great distress.   In an effort to clarify the expectations and duties of those committees, I believe 
it is necessary to issue this General Order.  

Therefore, by the authority vested in me as Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Louisiana, 
Knights Templar, and pursuant to the laws governing the same:  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Standing Committees of the Grand Commandery of Louisiana are 
required as follows:  

1. The Committee on Jurisprudence shall consider all decisions upon questions of Templar Laws and 
usage reported by the Grand Commander and such other matters as may be referred to it by him or the 
Grand Commandery, and its conclusions shall be reported to the Grand Commandery or Grand 
Commander, as the case may be. The Committee, when called upon, shall give opinions on the 
legislative, judicial and executive functions of the Grand Commandery and the Constituent 
Commanderies, and on the prerogatives, powers and duties of the officers and members thereof.   

2. The Committee on the State of the Order and Advancement shall make a report to the Grand 
Commander and Grand Commandery on the state of Templary in our Grand Jurisdiction, including any 
recommendations for improvement of the same. It shall recommend to the Grand Commandery and/or 
Grand Commander a comprehensive plan of long range goals as it may deem prudent for our Grand 
Commandery to strive toward and shall recommend such actions as necessary and/or expedient to 
advance Templary in our Grand Commandery towards those goals.  Such a plan and recommendation 
shall examine the areas of finance and membership in particular, but in no event shall it be limited to 
those two areas.  Such a plan shall also examine prior year plans and any progress towards achieving 
the goals set forth therein. 



3. The Committee on Necrology shall report at each Annual Conclave the death of each member of the 
Grand Commandery occurring since the last Triennial Conclave, with a suitable Memorial to the Templar 
dead.  

4. The Committee on Credentials shall, as directed by the Grand Commander, supervise the registration 
of knights at the Annual Conclave and shall report as soon as practicable after the opening of the Annual 
Conclave the names of the Member present entitled to participate in the proceedings thereof. 

5. The Committee on Finance shall cause to be audited by Certified Public Accountants the books, 
accounts and vouchers of the Grand Treasurer, the Grand Recorder, and of such Committees, Officers 
and Members of the Grand Commandery as may have custody of any funds or property of the Grand 
Commandery, sufficiently in advance of the convening of the Grand Conclave so that copies of such audit 
may be furnished the members of such Committee, the Grand Commander and Grand Recorder prior to 
the convening of such Conclave. It shall recommend such appropriations as may be necessary for the 
current expenses of the ensuing term of office of the Grand Commander.   

6. The Committee on Appeals and Grievances shall examine all appeals and complaints before the 
Grand Commandery or any other matter referred to them by the Grand Commander, and report thereon, 
and recommend such action to the Grand Commandery as, to them, shall seem fit and proper.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Special Committees of the Grand Commandery of Louisiana are 
required as follows:  

1. The Education Foundation Committee shall work with and under the plans of the Grand Encampment 
Educational Foundation.  It shall invest its funds through the Grand Encampment Educational Foundation, 
and shall provide an accounting of same to the Grand Commander or his designee whenever directed.  It 
shall receive applications for grants and, in its discretion and subject to approval of the Grand 
Commander, shall pay out such awards as it may deem advisable.  The Secretary and Treasurer of the 
committee shall be the Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer, respectively.    

2. The Committee on Knights Templar Eye Foundation shall set a Grand Commandery goal for the Grand 
Encampment Annual Voluntary Campaign then make use of fundraising projects within constituent 
Commanderies and this Grand Commandery to achieve that goal.  The Committee shall also prepare 
such awards as may be suitable to recognize constituent Commanderies for exemplary work in this area 
such as recognizing each Commandery with a campaign productivity that equals or exceeds an average 
of $10.00 per member, First, Second and Third Place Constituent Commanderies based upon per capita 
results, and First, Second and Third Place Constituent Commanderies based upon “dollar returns,” i.e. 
those turning in the three largest amounts of campaign funds, irrespective of per capita averages.  

3. The Committee on Holy Land Pilgrimage shall implement procedures for selection of attendees on the 
Holy Land Pilgrimage, shall adopt guidelines for fund-raising for the program, shall lead fundraising for 
the program, and shall publicize the program.  

4. The Committee on Public Relations shall formulate and devise a plan to publicize Templary and our 
Grand Commandery.  As part of those duties, it shall solicit appropriate articles and pictures and cause 
the same to be published in the Louisiana supplement of the Knight Templar Magazine. 

5. The Committee on Perpetual Membership shall establish a category of membership known as 
perpetual membership and shall recommend policies and procedures to the Grand Commander for the 
management of funds placed in its care by the Grand Commandery.   

6. The Committee on DeMolay and Youth shall make recommendations to the Grand Commandery and 
Grand Commander on the best policies and procedures to advance Templar support of all masonic youth 
organizations, but especially the DeMolay. 



7. The Committee on Annual Conclave Arrangements shall make suitable arrangements for the annual 
Conclave of the Grand Commandery and secure suitable hotel accommodations for the Officers and 
Members thereof.   

8. The American Masonic Fraternal Committee shall foster and supervise activities of a patriotic and 
citizenship nature, whether in peacetime or in wartime, and shall present its recommendations for civic 
responsibility by Knights Templar individually and collectively, compatible with the patriotic principles of 
Templary.  An allowance of $250 shall be made annually for the Committee to disburse as a 
reimbursement to Commanderies for expenses incurred in the above-noted activities and/or to purchase 
suitable awards to be presented at the Grand Commandery Conclave each year by said committee for 
exemplary service in these activities. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all committees, whether standing or special, shall perform such other 

tasks as may be assigned it by the Grand Commander and in any event shall work at the direction and 

discretion of the Grand Commander, who may at any time direct that the duties set forth herein may 

change. 

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in the City of Winnfield, The Great State of Louisiana on the 14
TH

 day of 

March, in the year of our Lord Two Thousand Eighteen, A.O. 900. 
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COMITANTE 

Attest: 
 

 
Robert E. Durham, Jr. 
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By Order Of: 

 
J. Keith Gates 

Grand Commander 

 

 


